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The Rev. Alfred Jensen, D. D., and Ids wife sho\vn on
ttieir California trip earlier t ins year. Dr. Jensen was
recent ly e lected to a four-year term as Pres ident o f
the American Evangelical Lutheran Chm’ch.

Synod President Honored
In asurprise recess of the business sessions- of the

79th Annual Convention of the American Evangelical
Lutheran Church, held at Muskegon, Michigan, during
the week of August 14 to August 19, the President of
the Synod, Dr. Alfred Jensen, was honored with cere¬
monies marking the 20th anniversary of his work
head of the Synod. On the afternoon of August 15, the
convention chairman. Dr. Erling Jensen, stopped the
proceedings and introduced the synod secretary, the
Rev. Willard Garred, of Denmark, Kansas, who an¬
nounced the celebration and introduced several other
speakers. Dean Axel Kildegaard spoke in behalf of
the ministers of the Synod; Dr. Ernest Nielsen spoke
in behalf of the college, (Grand View, Des Moines), and
Dr. Erling N. Jensen spoke in behalf of the Synod’s
lay people.

Dr. Alfred Jensen began his work in 1936 follow¬

ing his election at the convention in June, succeeding
the Rev. Haakon Jorgensen. Under his leadership, the
Synod has progressed in the scope and nature of its
work, and the office of the presidency has expanded
into more than afull-time position. Dr. Jensen’s broad
capacities and forceful opinions were noted by the
various speakers, and at the close of the half-hour cele¬
bration, the synod treasurer, Mr. Mike Miller, presented
the president with acheck from the synod board, in
behalf of the Synod, amounting to $25 for each of his
years of service, ($500).

In the elections on Saturday, August 18, Dr. Jensen
was overwhelmingly re-elected president, as he has been
in all recent elections. Under present Synod rules, this
will be Dr. Jensen’s final term, since he reaches the
age of retirement during the new term.

a s
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The Bible as the Word of God
An Attempt At APositive Approach To The Problem

In The Light Of Our Modern Situation

Dr. Johannes Knudsen

UCH OF WHAT has been said about the Bible Christianity in terms compatible with the modern phi-
is defensive in character. It has not been said losophies.
in defense of the Bible itself but in defense Against this surrender to secular philosophies our

of acertain viewpoint in regard to the Bible or acertain present generation has seen another great revolt, mostly
usage of the Bible a m o n g t h e o l o g i a n s . T h i s r e v o l t h a s c o n s i s t e d o f a n e w

Not so Luther He made positive use of the Bible and more sensitive listening to the insights of revelation
to maintain the gospel over against the false authority concerning the nature of man and the deeds of God.
of the Pope. This revolt has been strong and it has restored theology

When subsequent developments, both inside as well to independence and respectability. This modern theol-
outside the church, put the Lutheran church leaders ogy has insisted upon areturn, not to the old defiant
the defensive they quite rightly defended the Bible and literalistic insistence upon the Bible as acompletely

as authoritative. a u t h o r i t a r i a n t e x t b o o k i n a l l r e s p e c t s , b u t t o t h e m -
Unfortunately, however, as time went by, the Lu- sights and categories of which and mwhich the Bible

theran church, as indeed other evangelical churches, speaks. ,,,
defended the Bible as authoritative, not only in matters Therefore this theology, or understanding, speaks
of the gospel but in all other matters as well. This took strongly of Biblical language. Biblical categories, Bibli-
place during centuries when the new knowledge was cal insight and Biblical realities, and it has given new
breaking down old authorities in many fields. life to the expression that the Bible is theWord of God.

Out of this grew two conclusions. The one was that This appreciation of the Bible does not eliminate
the Bible must be maintained as authority in all respects, an understanding of the living character of the gospel,
including natural science, and this could only be done the covenant character of Christian life, or an emphasis
by adefiant insistence that the Bible was literally in- upon the presence of Christ in the church, particularly
spired in all details. The other one was that the written in the sacraments. It is, in fact, revitalizing the em-
record of the gospel and of the revelation in the Old phasis upon the church in its fellowship, its confession,
Testament had an efficacy which equalled the oral proc- its witness and its task in the world.

If we wish to be apart of this revitalization, we
must not be caught up in anegative protest against the

Against this literalistic and legalistic emphasis upon old dogmatic and literalistic assertions concerning the
the exclusive efficacy of the Bible much protest has Bible. While this assertion can be irritating, and while
been engendered. The protest has come from philoso- it is still defensively strong, also in the cautious official-
phers and men of science but also from many who be- dom of the churches, it is not wrong in its primary con-
lieved in the gospel and who wished to reclaim it from cern but in its defensive dogmatism. Thenew emphasis
its bondage to literalism and legalism. in theology shares far more with it thani t s h a r e s w i t h

Due to the polemical character of the debate this the secular philosophies of today.
While it may seem to many that the battle line is

M
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lamation of the gospel and the act of God in the sacra¬
m e n t s . ^

protest, and again unfortunately, often took the position
of denying that the Bible was the Word of God, thereby still drawn between an old literalism in regard to the
becoming as defiantly dogmatic as the literalistic de- Bible and amore spiritual understanding of the church
fense of the Bible. a n d i t s g o s p e l , t h e r e a l b a t t l e t o d a y i s d r a w n b e t w e e n

I.Iost of us who live in America at the present time .those who have rejected the language, the categories,
have become polemically involved and have been dog- and thereby the realities of the Bible and those who
matically defiant on the one side or the other. reassert the truths about God and man which are found

philosophy has grown to prom- ̂ Biblical realities and Biblical language,
inence which has completely abandoned the understand- If this is so, then it is important that we do not per-
ing of the character of life which has been revealed to mit an old stand on abattle Ime of astruggle which has

actually been won, even though the victory is not com-

I n t h e m e a n t i m e a

us in the gospel. It has based its understanding on
human reason and experience and has refused to in- pletely apparent, to prevent us from being on the right
corporate in its philosophy certain basic features of side in the newer and more pertinent struggle,
understanding which the Christian believes because they In other words, there is anew and very realistic
have been revealed by God and are confirmed in the basis for asserting that the Bibleisthe Wordo f G o d ,
fullness of life-experience. Included among these is even though there might seem tobea c o n c e s s i o n t o a n
belief in the reality, power and guilt of sin, the re- old dogmatism. We must be positive and notn e g a t i v e
demptive act of God in Jesus Christ, and the continuing in our approach to the problem,
work of the Holy Spirit.

The temptation for Christian people, who shared the
revolt against the literalistic and defiant dogmatism in
regard to the Bible, has been to share also the revolt
against the gospel of sin and grace and to interpret

These notes were prepared anumber of weeks ago by
the author as astudy and discussion sheet to clari fy
t l i lnku ig on the sub. jec t . They wi i l p rove he lp fu l in
s tudy ing Ar t ic le Hof the new const i tu t ion.
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Two Churches That Stayed
By Betty Westrom

Editor’s Note: At the recent AELC convention, one of
the controversial discussions revolved around page 7
of the President’s Report, dealing with “A Changing
Church in aChanging Society.” This article describes
two successes in the field. It is not intended, however,
to be pro or con material. There have been other at¬
tempts which have not been as successful. Naturally,
we rejoice in every success; we are unanimous in this.

$96,000 building. The light brick church with its spire
and the huge illuminated cross at the entrance, will
seat 270 persons.

Solid teaching of the Word of God has been the
principal tool for evangelizing the area, according to
the Rev. Arnold G. Nelson, pastor since June, 1953. A
man with 17 years’ experience as an accountant, he came
directly to Trinity after his ordination.

Membership requirements are kept high at Trinity
.... for apurpose. “We want new members to know
what they’re doing and to know the basic doctrines of
the Lutheran Church,” Pastor Nelson explains, “so our
adult instruction period is 12 or 13 weeks long.”

To prepare them for leadership responsibilites he also
requires study of the constitution of the congregation
and the yearbook of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
On April 8, 32 new members were received, including
17 Negroes and one Jew. The Jewish member was
baptized at the same service.

Counting the three adult classes, Sunday school
rollment is 195. Thirty-one men comprise one Bible
class. There are more than 25 non-white children and
adults in the school, and more and more attend each
Sunday. Seven Negro children sing in the junior choir.

Asystematic study of the community was carried
out in 1955. Twenty-seven lay workers were directed
by Miss Thelma Tollefson of the National Lutheran
Council, an experienced organizer dedicated to the idea
pf community outreach.

Four months of doorbell ringing by the “team” gave
the evangelism program areal boost. The visitation
program is still being continued on amonth-by-month
b a s i s .

A TACOMMUNITY meeting held recently in St.
Albans, Long Island, N. Y., special recognition
was g iven to Tr in i ty Lutheran church. The

official who made the speech described the new build¬
ing being erected by the congregation as tangible proof
that the church was “in the community to stay.”

Driving around the streets which surround the church,
one wonders, “Why wouldn’t achurch want to stay
here?” Handsome houses, neatly landscaped lawns,
plenty of space .... Indeed, St. Albans seems to have
all the advantages of acomfortable suburban pattern.

And yet, many churches are fleeing from towns like
St. Albans. Their reason, expressed in adelicate way,
is that it is a“changing community.” Those who lean
more toward candor than toward diplomacy say, “The
Negroes are moving in.”

But Trinity church, committed to the Christian princi¬
ple of the inclusiveness of the Gospel, is serving notice
by its new semi-contemporary church building that it
be l ieves in the fu tu re o f S t . A lbans .

Although Trinity is affiliated with the Norwegian-
background Evangelical Lutheran Church, it
aforeign language “Syttende Mai” style parish. Its
charter membership, 30 years ago was composed about
half of Germans and half of Norwegians.

The original little white church was erected in what
was then awoodsy section of Long Island. As early
as 1929 members interested in alarge building began
to fill penny banks, and the money began to trickle in.
But building hopes ground to ahalt during the depres¬
sion, and the old church was covered with drab asphalt
siding.

e n -

w a s n e v e r \

One couple in Trinity church provides avivid illus¬
tration of the intercultural character of the parish. The
wife had an Irish grandfather, aMexican grandmother,
and aNegro mother. Her husband is anative of the
W e s t I n d i e s .

Trinity church has grown to abaptized membership
of 354, and the attendance is growing, but Pastor Nelson’s
greatest satisfaction is in seeing the lives which
changed by the teaching of the church.

Many of the Negroes had been out of spiritual touch
for years. He cites the example of aman and his wife
who had been unable to find peace with God in the-
emotional excesses of their earlier worship experiences.
Their spiritual life has flowered under the dignity of
the Lutheran worship and the searching study of the
Word of God, and they are now deeply committed
Chr is t i ans .

But what of achurch which has let its first
tunity slip by —achurch which recognizes its
munity responsibility somewhat belatedly? In this sort
of parish is there any second chance for success?

This is the story of St. Paul’s Lutheran church i*

After the war there was agradual build-up of en¬
thusiasm for the building program, and by 1950, $30,000
had been raised. Because $30,000 was still far from
the goal, the fund was loaned to anearby mission in
Massapequa.

About this time St. Albans became affected by
general population trend of non-white people moving
farther out on the island. The Home Mission Board
of the ELC, wanting to make sure that the parish would
stay and serve its community, offered its help in erecting
anew building.

The Rev. Herbert Hanson, regional home mission
director, met with the church board and discussed with
them his hopes for atrue community outreach. The
inclusive approach received a100 per cent endorsement
by board members.

a r e

a

o p p o r -
c o m -

i n

For the first time in the history of the synod, mission
board funds for building were made available to an
established congregation. Mi&s Westrom is astaff writer in the Division of

American Missions of the National Lutlieran Council.P lans were made fo r the
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for years they had felt that it was “out of bounds” for
t h e m .

Brooklyn, achurch which was almost too late with its
Christian concern. Organized 66 years ago, St. Paul’s
was at first predominantly Swedish; and, like atypical
immigrant church, had neglected other nationalities.
Twenty years ago Swedish language services were still
being held.

Baptized membership reached its peak in 1925 with
487 members. With the changing of the neighborhood
membership began to decline until it was down to 233
in 1952. There had been sporadic efforts to reach the
community, but no real inter-cultural work was at¬
tempted until five years ago.

“Why haven’t you come before?” they would ask,
and the visitors could only confess their sin of selfish¬
ness and admit that they were late.

In the summer of 1952 the newly-ordained Pastor
Kenneth Dugan accepted the call to St. Paul’s church,
where he had served as astudent. For three years he
did energetic work among the people of the community.
When he left in 1955 there was an interval in which
there was no pastor, but Miss Anna Wendell, the parish
worker, kept the congregation’s program going.

The name of one of the first Negro members would
have looked right at liome among the Swedish names
on the charter membership roll. Oscar Johnson was his
name, and he is now Sunday school superintendent.

Six months ago the Rev. Hugo Anderson, aveteran
pastor from Kenora, Ontario, came to serve St. Paul’s.
Aplaque in the narthex, given for the highest percent¬
age of attendance at adistrict meeting, is the pride of
the Luther League which Pastor Anderson recently re¬
vived. The League boasts just eight members, but all
eight were on hand for the count!

Youth work is getting abig boast at St. Paul’s these
days, and most of it is directed by Seminarian Lee
Wesley and the Brotherhood men. Lee is aNegro boy,
born in Georgia, who moved to New Jersey at the age
of eight. He joined the Lutheran church at Upsala
College, East Orange, N. J., where he was studying
to be aresearch chemist. Lee was working for a
Newark drug company when he was called into the
ministry. His interest in sports gives him aspecial
“in” with the young people.

Devotions, music and drama, shuffleboard and ping-
pong are featured at the Tuesday night youth center
meetings.

Pastor Anderson talks eagerly about the enthusiasm
of St. Paul’s members. Thirty per cent of them are
Negroes, and Sunday attendance is about 60 per cent
Negro. Of 22 members received last year, 17 were
from the neighborhood. St. Paul’s was late in discover¬
ing its community, but it .is hard at work ●regaining
lost ground. Its baptized membership has begun to rise,
a n d n o w s t a n d s a t 2 5 5 .

By 1951, most of the old members had moved. “Com¬
muting” members kept the church financially solvent,
but it was soon apparent that the parish must draw
members from its own community or die. Elderly mem¬
bers retained their membership, but the young married
people transferred to suburban churches. For two years
there had been no Sunday school —this in aneighbor¬
hood where hundreds of youngsters were growing up
without religious training!

The Rev. Glen Pierson, then regional home missions
executive for the Augustana Lutheran Church, took an
interest in this church which was dying right in the
midst of athickly populated area. His board offered
financial help, and the congregation voted to go all out
on community outreach. The National Lutheran Coun¬
cil also agreed to give an assist, and once more it was
Thelma Tollefson who was sent to help lay the ground¬
work. She came in September, 1951, ahead of Interim
P a s t o r V i n c e n t H a w k i n s o n .

Thelma helped enthusiastic laymen to organize aSun¬
day school, so that when the pastor arrived in December
he found arevived church school of 33 youngsters from
the neighborhood. Children’s recreation work, started
the summer before by Seminary Student Kenneth Dugan,
w a s a l s o r e v i v e d .

But how was St. Paul’s to make areal impact on
its neighborhood, the Bedford-Stuyvesant area of Brook¬
lyn? Although blight had begun to creep into the fringes,
it was afairly attractive community. Stone row-houses
with second-floor entrances, many home owners, workers
with astable income .... it was that sort of aneigh¬
b o r h o o d .

The most obvious approach to the community would
have been aconventional door-to-door survey, but this
plan was rejected. Looking down the street from St.
Paul’s you see one church steeple after -another ...
big buildings built by the solid major denominations.
Add to these the countless storefront meeting places
of the sects, and there are about 200 churches in the
three square mile area.

The community had been “surveyed to death,” so
Thelma suggested amore casual “visitation survey,”
gathering the information informally as they visited the
h o m e s .

Increasing numbers of Lutheran churches in chang¬
ing neighborhoods are responding to the challenge.
Trinity and St. Paul’s offer proof that it needn’t be
just aholding action, an effort to salvage something
f rom the rubb le . Apar ish shou ld not be content to
“make do” with an ill-equipped plant and adesperation
program. Acongregation needs the aggressive air of a
church that’s in love with its community and wants to
help that community remain' adesirable one.

IGutliprau (Tibi tig a-published by the American
E V A N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H
O f fi c e o f P u b l i c a t i o n : L u t h e r n n T i d i n g s , A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a .
P O S T M A S T E R : S e n d F o r m s 3 5 7 9 t o A S K O V, M I N N E S O T A .
Editor: Rev. Verner Hansen, 4260 Third Ave., Los Angeles 8, Calif.
C i r c u l a t i o n M a n a g e r : S v e n d P e t e r s e n , A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a .

M e m b e r o f A s s o c i a t e d C h u r c h P r e s s

Sunday school and aBiblq story hour provided en¬
tree into many homes. Avisitor was welcomed if she
could say, “I’m Georgie’s Sunday school teacher.”

Again and again the visitors saw unhappy results
of having waited too long. Many of the Negro people
had lived for years in the community. For years they
had seen the beautiful yellow brick Gothic Church, and

S u b s c r i p t i o n p r i c e : 1 y e a r , $ 1 . 2 5 ; 2 y e a r s , $ 2 , 2 5

P u b l i s h e d s e m i - m o n t h l y o n t h e 5 t h a n d 2 0 t h o f e a c h m o n t h . E n t e r e d
a s s e c o n d c l a s s m a t t e r S e p t e m b e r 1 6 , 1 9 4 2 , a t t h e p o s t o f fi c e a t A s k o v,
M i n n e s o t a , u n d e r t h e a c t o f M a r c h 3 , 1 8 7 9 .
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like it does in government and industrial businesses.
What counts more than anjdhiag else is loyalty. The
groups make use of emotionalized techniques in evoking
loyalty to the company, assuming that solidarity will
win in the competitive race. We must stand together
and expand! If my organization is so small that it ap¬
parently has no chance, the solidarity must be inten¬
sified. The ones who sit in the last pew with asatiric
grimace on their faces must regretfully be retired.

The era of business will run its course and expire
l ike al l other eras have. The handwrit ing is already
on the wall. It is very sincerely to be hoped .that what
happened to Steffens may happen to each one of us.
The more he gave up the attempt to set the timepiece
b a c k a n d t h e m o r e h e a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e b u s i n e s s e r a
is one we must live with, the more was he enabled to
see the hidden person behind the company uniformity.
He found the woman in the female who was engaged
in the business of prostitution. He discovered the man
in the correct manager of aWall Street peer group.
It is to be hoped that when the pride of the business
era f ades t he l aw o f l ove sha l l become more obv ious .

Imust po int out one more feature in the l i fe of
Steffens. He suffered from one basic malady for which
he could find no psychic cure. The malady consisted
of inability to throw off his rightness. Prejudices, yes,
he could cope with them by living with the victims of
his prejudices, but he could not get rid of his rightness.
It was in his blood. He had inherited it, and each one
of the businesses was anchored in arightness which
seemingly made them impregnable. During the years
of reporting and muckraking he saw it more and more
clearly that the stronghold of evilness is rightness, but
it is one thing to see the truth, another thing to live
fully with it. All this reminds me of Luther and Paul
who for ashort while spoke living and effective words
because they had actually thrown their rightness over¬
board. Iam sure that the prerequisite for being re¬
leased from evil times is that of losing one’s rightness
and believe arightness which is not of our own making.

T h e E i ’ a o f B u s i n e s s

Aage Moller

On one of my visits to old Rev. Maimann in Lompoc
who was bedridden for years with aheart al iment, I
found that he had been meditating on the status of the
American churches with the result that he painfully
asked me this question —

“Are they anything but so many business corporations?
Is the,Roman Church more than aBig Business with
headquar ters in Bal t imore? Is my own church, the
Episcopal, anything but abusiness project with acenter
in New York? Will the Lutheran churches, when amal¬
gamated, be anything but abusiness enterprise with
the main office in St. Louis or Minneapolis?”

The good old priest was deeply rooted in the English
and Danish hymns which are so rural and earthly in
thei r composi t ions and id ioms. He ev inced the o ld
peasant’s skepticism toward the business entrepreneurs
of the city, so Icould easily understand the gloom in
h i s s o u l .

After Lincoln Steffens, who was contemporaneous
with Theodore Roosevelt, Jacob Riis, Woodrow WHson,
etc., had passed through atransition from the passing
agricultural ethos to the era of abusiness culture, and
after being integrated in the social life of New York
city, he came to the conclusion that social life consists
of so many facets of business. There is the Wall Street
business, the political party business, the school business,
the church business, the sport business, the prostitute
business, the pick-pocket business, etc., etc. Everyone
is in one o r ano ther k ind o f bus iness and aU bus iness
concerns are concerned with their expansion and sur¬
vival. They all use the most feasible strategy. It is
good tactics for the underworld business to act as an
incognito police force and put acheck on vice and
crime. It is good policy for the church business to rake
the muck together, expose it, and presumably throw
it out. It is profitable for big production corporations
to have people who are strictly respectable in the lead.

We who personally can remember the agricultural
ethos camiot avoid seeing the difference between past
and modern church organizations. The pastoral meet¬
ing has vanished, and according to acurrent concept
the church synod constitutes an activity alongside the
steel company activity. The ones who in ageneral way
are devoted to the whole church activity and want it
to succeed, divide the particular churches into so many
par t i cu la r func t ions . The Lu theran church has one
specific thing to do, and so does the Presbyterian. The
Nazarenes, the Pentacostals, the Mormons, etc., yes, each
one group has aspecific thing to do. God is of course
the No. 1factor in all this but He is not the boss. He
is the ideal teamworker, sharing technique and respon¬
sibil i ty with even the least of the teamworkers. God
is really coming into His own now for with the optimistic
faith in evolution and with accumulated knowledge He
is now able to make aplan for the perfection of the
w o r l d .

Luke 18, Verse 11
I t h a n k T h e e G o d t h a t I a m n o t a s o t h e r m e n . . . .

T h u s s a i d t h e P h a r i s e e

Secure within his righteousness.
P r o u d o f h i s L a w.

Oh, how he loved his God —
H i s s e l f !

Fas t i d i ous f as t
And public-prayer:

His sole anxiety
That men might see
H i s s a c r i fi c e .

D a m n e d c a n t !

The canker at the core of life;
Yesterday and today the same.

My God, save me
From hypocrisy;

Give me aclean and contrite heart.
Loving Thee and my fellow men:

A n d w h e n I f a i l .
B e m e r c i f u l t o m e a s i n n e r .

In this church activity the idea of sharing is strong.
Each one must have workable share in the enterprise
just like each one with afew dollars in the pocket can
have ashare in atelephone company. The method of
taking invoice and planning ahead three, five, or thirty
years is utilized. Global calculation plays arole just D . N . H o w a r i h .
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The College and The Future

One of the most interesting events at the Muskegon
convention proved to be the Faith and Life Advance
presentation, Thursday evening, August 16. The early
evening was given to the showing of the fine sound fihn
The Unfinished Task”, (see LUTHERAN TIDINGS,

August 5, page 6). The regular evening session at eight

Report of Resolutions Committee
1. Be it resolved that the American Evangelical Lu¬

theran Church in convention assembled at Muske¬

gon, Michigan, express its gratitude to:
a . t o t h e m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f C e n t r a l L u ¬

theran Church and to the pastor, the Rev. Ed¬
win Hansen, for extending the invitation to
hold our convention in their midst, and for
their hospitality and efficient service;

b. to Samuel Lutheran Church and the pastor.
Dr. Herbert Swanson, the parish secretary,
c u s t o d i a n a n d o t h e r s t a f f m e m b e r s f o r t h e

sp i r i t o f Chr is t ian fe l lowship d isp layed in
making available to this convention its sanc¬
tuary, educational unit, and other facilities;

c. to other citizens of Muskegon, and friends
from other congregations for their part in serv¬
ing us at this convention.

2. Be it resolved that the convention express its
appreciation to the convention officers and cleri¬
cal staff for their diligent work during the con¬
v e n t i o n .

3. Be i t further resolved that we as chi ldren of one
Heavenly Father and as brothers in Christ affirm
our conviction that all men are equally precious
in the sight of God, and therefore we as aChurch,
collectively and individually, must realize our
moral responsibility to God for our actions af¬
fecting our neighbor and must examine our
actions in the light of God’s commands and must
learn to show respect for all men as children of
God and render justice to those with whom we
d e a l .

4. This committee moves that the members of the
R e s o l u t i o n s C o m m i t t e e f o r n e x t c o n v e n t i o n b e

appointed at the same time as the Findings Com¬
mittees are appointed and that the task of this
committee be defined at our 1957 convention.

D r. E r n e s t N i e l s e n , C h a i r m a n
D r. Ve r n e r l e s s e n
R e v. T h o r v a l d H a n s e n
Rev. Ronald Jespersen
R e v. J a m e s N . L u n d

1
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o’clock featured atalk by the Rev. Ove Nielsen, Assistant
Director, Lutheran World Rel ief, New York, atalk by
the president of Grand View College, and atalk by the
executive secretary of the Faith and Life Advance, Mr.
Harry Jensen.

Dr. Nielsen pointed out that already early in the
summer reservations had run out for enrollment in the
boys’ dormitory in the college and that only afew places
were still available in the newest wing of the college,
the girls’ dormitory. This would mark the largest en¬
rollment in the history of the school. In one day’s mail,
nine out of ten sophomores planned to return for asec¬
ond year at Grand View. He spoke hopefully and cheer¬
fully of the future of the college. Present plans are

'to erect ascience building and working plans are being
drawn up by the architects at the present time. Pictured
here are preliminary drawings of the exterior and the
floor plan of the proposed science building. In addition,
it is hoped that further funds from the Advance ingather-
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ing, (to be raised within the city of Des Moines), will
be sufficient to build the much-needed auditorium-g3nn-
nasium. Dr. Erling Jensen, president of the Board of
Education, who presided during the evening, pointed
out that these two buildings represent minimum needs,
and that the broad range of the board’s plans, look to
the time when anew administration building and boys’
dormitory can be achieved. At present, faculty offices
are being combined and some are being converted into
men’s dormitory rooms to meet the space demands.

T I M E

I f I h a d t i m e t o fi n d a p l a c e
And sit down, quiet ly and face
My better self, which cannot show
Because my days are crowded so;
And see my distant gleaming goal,
It might be Ishould find my soul.
And even thrill with thought sublime,
I f I cou ld on ly find the t ime .

— S o u r c e U n k n o w n .
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HYMNAL (2 years)
186 Rev. Axel Kildegaard, Des Moines, Iowa (incum¬

bent)
60 Rev. Holger Strandskov, Kimballton, Iowa

88 Rev. Holger P. Jorgensen, Des Moines, Iowa (in¬
cumbent)

157 Rew. Beryl Knudsen, Sidney, Michigan
131 Rev. Marius Krog, Omaha, Nebraska (incumbent)
114 Rev. Einar Anderson, Troy, New York

163 Rev. Paul Wikman, Chicago, Illinois (St. Stephen's,
incumbent)

81 Rev. Vagn Duus, Alden, Minnesota

E l e c t i o n R e s u l t s
The following results are of elections held at the

Annual Convention of the S3mod. Election for member
of the Synod requires atwo-thirds majority, all others
as imple major i t y.
PRESIDENT OF THE SYNOD (4 years)
191 Dr. Alfred Jensen, Des Moines, Iowa (incumbent)
49 Rev. Enok Mortensen, Tyler, Minnesota
3Rev. Einar Farstrup, Solvang, Calif.
1Rev. Ronald Jespersen, Danevang, Texas

TRUSTEE ON SYNODICAL BOARD (3 years)
202 Erling V. Jensen, Des Moines, Iowa (incumbent)
39 Fohner Hansen, Cedar Falls, Iowa

TRUSTEE ON SYNODICAL BOARD, (3 years)
Editor’s Note: This election required three ballots. On 131 Mr. Aage Sorensen, Detroit, Michigan (incumbent)

the first ballot, votes were very evenly divided between 113 Mrs. Rita (Petersen) Juhl, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Aksel Nielsen and Jens Sorensen. Results of the third COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN CHURCH RELATIONS
b a l l o t f o l l o w :

3 0 A k s e l N i e l s e n
1 8 9 J e n s S o r e n s e n

2 H a r o l d A . P e t e r s e n
1Ha r r y C . Jensen
1 J e s s N i e l s e n

(2 years)
115 Rev. Ottar Jorgensen, Minneapolis, Minnesota
130 Dr. Johannes Knudsen, Maywood, Illinois (Chicago,

Tr in i t y )

131 Mr. Martin Grobeck, Omaha, Nebraska (incumbent)
112 Dean Peter Jorgensen, Des Moines, IowaPENSION FUND BOARD (3 years)

116 Johannes Petersen, Omaha, Nebraska (incumbent)
123 Herbert Lang, Hay Springs, Nebraska

1Rev. Gordon Miller, Wayne, Alberta, Canada
PENSION FUND BOARD CHAIRMAN (1 year,

pired term)
165 Rev. Viggo Hansen, Bridgeport, Connecticut
78 Rev. Johannes Pedersen, Tacoma, Washington

BOARD OF ORDINATION (4 years)
145 Paul Blinkilde, Detroit, Michigan
92 Richard Grow, GreenvUle, Michigan

BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION (1 year, unexpired BOARD OF DIRECTORS, SOLVANG LUTHERAN
term)

61 Rev. John Enselmann, Badger, South Dakota
183 Rev. Charles Terrell, Newell, Iowa
BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION (4 years)
167 Agneta Bollesen, Tyler, Minnesota
75 Thyra Nussle, Chicago, Illinois (St. Stephen’s)
2Mrs. Holger Strandskov, Kimballton, Iowa

SANTAL COMMITTEE (5 years)
169 Mrs. Frances Nielsen, Des Moines, Iowa (incumbent)
76 Mrs. Ida Egede, Hampton, Iowa

CONVENTION CHAIRMAN, 1957
227 Dr. Erling N. Jensen, Ames, Iowa (incumbent)

18 Rev. Eilert Nelsen, Clinton, Iowa
ASSISTANT CONVENTION CHAIRMAN, 1957
163 Rev. Holger Strandskov, Kimballton, Iowa (incum¬

bent)
83 Rev. Johannes Knudsen, Maywood, 111., (Chicago,

Tr i n i t y )
CONVENTION SECRETARY, 1957
186 Rev. Calvin Rossman, Hay Springs, Nebraska, (in¬

cumbent)
60 Rev. Beryl Knudsen, Sidney, Michigan

ASSISTANT CONVENTION SECRETARY, 1957
181 Mrs. Folmer Farstrup, Des Moines, Iowa (incumbent)
64 Miss Ellen Andersen, Chicago, Illinois (Trinity)

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS (4 years)
152 Rev. Harry Andersen, Marlette, Michigan
88 Rev. Harold Petersen, Askov, Minnesota

157 S. Dixon Sorensen, Dwight, lUinois (incumbent)
86 Viggo Nielsen, Bridgeport, Connecticut

CHAIRMAN OF BOARD, OLD PEOPLE’S HOME, DES
MOINES, IOWA (3 years)

149 Arne Sorensen, Des Moines, Iowa
91 Wnbur Williamson, Des Moines, Iowa

C H A I R M A N O F B O A R D , O L D P E O P L E ’ S H O M E ,
TYLER, MINNESOTA, (3 years)

154 Rev. Enok Mortensen, Tyler, Mirmesota (incumbent)
91 Mr. Axel Brandt, Tyler, Minnesota

u n e x -

HOME (2 years)
158 Hans Skytt, Solvang, California, (incumbent)
79 Thorvald Rasmussen, Solvang, California
1Arne Madsen, Solvang, California

174 Mrs. William Madsen, Los Angeles, California
4Mr. Einar Solevad, Watsonvi l le, Cal i fornia

58 Mr. Vendelboe Nielsen, Watsonville, California
1 O l e B e c k

AUDITOR OF SYNOD (3 years)
148 Kenneth Kjolhede, Detroit, Michigan
96 Folmer Strandskov, Minneapolis, Minnesota

N o m i n a t i o n :

SYNODICAL REPRESENTATIVE, PIONEER MEMOR¬
IAL HOME, ASKOV, MINNESOTA (1 year)

48 Mrs. Chris Christensen, Askov, Minnesota
178 Mrs. Arnold Sorensen, Askov, Minnesota
118 Mrs. Erwin Krogh, Askov, Minnesota
111 Mrs. Chris Sandahl, Askov, Minnesota

Editor’s Note: At the meeting of the Grand View
College and Seminary Corporation, held Friday August
17, the following results were obtained at election to:
MEMBER OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS, GRAND

V I E W C O L L E G E A N D S E M I N A RY
110 Rev. Ronald Jespersen (incumbent)
91 Rev. Peter Thomsen

1 R e v . C . A . S t u b
2Rev. Clayton Nielsen
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Nor Lancelot , nor another. Leave me that
Icharge thee, my last hope .. .

Feed your soul with noble thoughts that have been
thought by noble men, and you, yourself, will begin to
think noble thoughts.American Evangelical Lutheran

Youth Fellowship
E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N

1100 Boyd

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a

V. S . J e n s e n .

A W o r d F r o m Yo u r N a t i o n a l P r e s i d e n t

If you will recall, in aJanuary issue of LUTHERAN
TIDINGS, in the Paging Youth section, Ireported on
the Al l -Lutheran Youth Leaders Counci l , which was
held in Des Moines this year. In that article, Iexplained
briefly the Lutheran World Federation Assembly which
is to be held in August of 1957. This is ameeting of
Lutheran Youth from all over the world. Young people
wil l be coming from countr ies far and wide to visi t
A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n Y o u t h t h a t s u m m e r .

\
About Reading

The following article was written by aman well
known to most of us through his articles and letters
in this magazine and for the position that he holds in
our synod, that of Ordainer: Rev. V. S. Jensen of Des
M o i n e s , I o w a .

Plans are underway now for aweek-long assembly in
Minneapolis in August. As aclimax to this assembly, a
rally is being planned for Saturday evening, August 24,
1957 ,at the Bloomington stadium in Minneapolis. Amass
choir of 5,000 voices will sing at this raUy. All AELYF
groups are urged to take part in this mass choir. Local
groups in the five-state area: M inneso ta , Nor th and
South Dakota, Wisconsin and Iowa, are especially urged
to participate.

Five or six numbers and about four hymns will be
selected and announced right after Labor day. ■Then the
choir will rehearse by districts rnider various designated
leaders. Tlren these district units will come together for
acouple of regional reheai'sals under the director of the
mass choir —Professor Overby. The final rehearsal will
take place at the Bloomington stadium at 10 a. m., on
Saturday, August 24.

Local groups in this five-state area have, or will
be receiving aletter asking you to send alist of names
from your local group to Rev. Harald Petersen, Luck,
Wisconsin, if you are interested in participating in this
event. We must turn in this list by Labor day, so please
make plans immediately. Any groups outside this area
are most cordially invited, too!

Th is shou ld be the thr i l l o f a l i fe t ime for a l l Lu theran
you th . Rev. W i l t on E . Be rgs t rand , You th D i rec to r,
(Augustana) and his staff are devoting countless hours
and agreat deal of effort to see this through. The least
we can do for them is to give them some cooperation.
We owe it to the people who will be visiting us next

They say, in fact, many now say, that people do not
read any more. Rather, they listen to the radio, look
at television, or go to the movies. To agreat extent,
this is probably true.

Many people do not know what soul'is. Much less
do they know what spirit really is; nor what they,
themselves, are.

“ W o n d e r o f w o n d e r s i s m a n o n e a r t h .
Image of God in the highest.
H e c a n u n d e r s t a n d w h a t G o d h a s d o n e ,
Enjoying it all to the limit;
H e c a n t a m e w i t h h a n d a n d m i n d
B e a r a n d l i o n a s l a m b a n d k i d .
A n d b a t t l e t h e w a v e s o f t h e o c e a n . ”

How so? And why can He? Because of the soul
and spirit that is in Him ... in Him alone of all of
God’s creatures. True, we talk about aspirited horse;
but all we mean by that is that the horse acts like man,
when man lets himself be dominated by spirit.

Wonders of wonders is the man, and man has pro¬
d u c e d w o n d e r s i n l i t e r a t u r e :

“ F a r o f f a s o l i t a r y t r u m p e t b l e w, t h e n w a i t i n g b y t h e
door, awar-horse neighed.”

Ican almost hear the trumpet and see the war-horse.
Is it the same as in amovie or on television? Oh no!

When you, yourself, read “The Idylls of the King,”
your soul and your spirit are stirred to their depths; if
you see and hear it in amovie —which you probably
never will, you are merely entertained. Read it, and
you nourish your soul; go to amovie or look at tele¬
vision, and with few exceptions, you subject your soul summer, and we owe it to ourselves,
to starvation rather than nourishment for your soul and
spirit.

L a v e r n L a r k o w s k i ,
P r e s i d e n t o f A E L Y F .

Instead of letting yourself be drifted along by en¬
tertainment, read what King Arthur said about the
knights of the Round Table: Over The Typewriter

Your editor will be back in Des Moines, Iowa, next
week, so please begin sending your news and letters to
1100 Boyd again. Ihave had adelightful and interest¬
ing vacation with an opportunity to meet many new
people and see interesting places. To those of you who
live on the west coast, Isay this: “It’s great!”

In this issue, you have been extended achallenge to
open up anew world of interesting and enlightening
experiences. Rev. Jensen is well read and is well quali¬
fied to challenge yqu. The world of books is one in
which aU mankind has an opportunity to live. It is one

Tmade them lay their hands in mine and swear
To reverence their king, as if he were their conscience.
And their conscience as their king.”

Or read his words to unfaithful Guinevere:
..my doom is, Ilove thee still.

Let no man dream but that I love thee st i l l .
Perchance, and so thou purify thy soul.
And so thou lean on our fair father Christ.
Hereafter in that world where al l are pure.
We two may meet before high God, and thou
Wilt spring to me and claim me thine and know

n o t a s m a l l e r s o u l .I a m t h i n e h u s b a n d
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M R S . E L L E N K N U D S E N . E D I T O R

1 0 3 3 S o u t h Te n t h S t r e e t

Maywood, IlUnoli

raise money was discussed. Raffles were definitely undesir¬
able, it was agreed, but the serving of meals had definite facts
in its favor, such as promoting fellowship among the mem¬
bers of the group.

A f t e r d i n n e r s o m e v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g s l i d e s o f f a m o u s
religious paintings were shown and commented on by Reeta
Petersen in the absence of Wilma Connor. Following this
Rev. Peter Thomsen spoke on “The Necessity and Danger
of Pride.” He said aman should have pride in his family,
his job, community and church, but he should not let his
pride become centered in self. Thoughts such as these were
s o m e o f t h e w o r t h w h i l e t h i n g s w e t o o k h o m e w i t h u s .

M r s . L a r s e n , w h o h a s a c o t t a g e o n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e
lake , had inv i ted us a l l ove r fo r co f fee and avar ie ty o f
goodies. Needless to say, agood time as well as the “good¬
ies , ” was great ly en joyed by a l l . Thank you aga in , Mrs .
Larsen, for letting us come. Mrs. John Varley was ready
upon our return to the camp to conduct asession in craft.
Glass etching and painting, and copper earrings proved to
be very interesting to many of the ladies.

Our impromptu enter ta inment Fr iday a f te r supper was
rea l l y c leve r. We had p rev ious l y numbered o f f i n to five
t e a m s , e a c h o f w h i c h p r e s e n t e d a s t u n t o r s k i t , s o m e o f a
serious nature, others humorous. The cooperation everyone
m a n i f e s t e d w a s w o n d e r f u l , a n d s o m e o f t h e c o s t u m e s w e r e
“out of this world.” You couldn’t have recognized your best

. f r i e n d i n s o m e o f t h e s k i t s .

After ahalf hour of singing out in the open, we gathered
in the chape l , where M iss F rances Mar t i n l ec tu red and
showed s l ides f rom Afghan is tan . She is the daughter o f
a fo rmer m iss iona ry t o Ch ina ; she was bo rn t he re . Las t
year she was assigned to Columbia University to be one of
agroup who went to Afghanistan to help set up an educa¬
t iona l sys tem there . Her s l i des and ta l k were mos t en¬
lightening, and the interest of the group was indicated by
the many questions raised. This evening the Juhl and
Germania ladies served us coffee before retiring.

For our Bib le hour Saturday morning we drove to the
Li t t le Denmark church, where Mrs. Thyra Hansen led the
devotions and spoke on Ruth and Naomi. She emphasized
the fact that adversity can beautify the lives of people when
thei r hear ts are open to God. Naomi was at rue example
of this and proved that she was filled with the Holy Spirit.
These Bible sessions were looked forward to by all.

Upon our return to the camp, asession was held in which
various things were discussed. Laura McLeod, president of
the District WMS, gave aword of greeting: Mrs. Peter Thom¬
sen, secretary of the distr ict , reported on the work which
liad been done within the district. Mrs. Harry Anderson told
us about the United Church Women and encouraged us all
to join and to become acquainted with their publication, “The
Church Woman.” We concluded this final meeting wdth an
overwhelming vote of thanks to the planning committee and
aunanimous vote to have aRetreat again next year.

After our final meal at noon, we formed afriendship
circle and sang “Blest Be The Tie That Binds,” after which
e v e r y o n e s a i d a r e g r e t f u l g o o d b y e t o t h e i r n e w a n d o l d
f r i e n d s .

Ihope that next year many more will take advantage
of the privilege of attending this worthwhile get-together.
Come and enjoy yourself, and just as Idid, take home with
you the feeling of having had rich spiritual experiences
and having established cherished friendships.

W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t — D i s t r i c t I I

Pleasant Hill Bible camp on Bass lake near Gowen, Mich.,
w a s t h e s i t e o f o u r D i s t r i c t I I W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t f r o m J u n e
28 until June 30, during which time there were 31 full time
registrants plus 29 who registered for single days, making
a t o t a l o f 6 0 w o m e n . T h e s e c a m e f r o m a l l b u t t h r e e o f t h e
congregations of our district.

A f te r reg is ter ing upon ar r iva l Thursday a f te rnoon and
getting settled in our new quarters, we were served coffee
by Mrs. Peter Thomsen and Reeta Petersen, and were meet¬
ing new and old friends. As soon as more guests arrived,
t h e y j o i n e d w i t h t h e r e s t i n a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f fl o w e r
making led by Mrs. McWi l l iams. Af terward Thora Hansen
s h a r e d w i t h u s s o m e c l e v e r i d e a s f o r t a b l e d e c o r a t i o n s f o r
v a r i o u s o c c a s i o n s h e l d i n t h e c h u r c h .

A f te r supper, as ameans o f ge t t ing us a l l be t te r ac¬
quainted vwth each other, Phyllis Golden directed us in some
good games on the lawn; after which we all joined in asing-
insp i ra t ion led by Mrs . Eun ice Knudsen. A t 8o ’c lock the
Juhl-Germania ladies presented aone-act play depicting the
m a n n e r i n w h i c h m a t t e r s o f t h e c h u r c h a r e f r e q u e n t l y
handled, and contrast ing this with better ways. The Mus¬
kegon and Manistee ladies then invi ted the group to the
dining hal l for coffee. Since the weather was abit on the
chilly side, these evening refreshments were doubly welcome.
From the coffee tables, we all went to the shore of the lake,
w h e r e a c a m p fi r e w a s b l a z i n g . H e r e w e e n d e d o u r fi r s t d a y
with some evening songs and with an evening devotion at
which Rev. Beryl Knudsen shared with us the thought that
as church groups we should not stay in arut; instead we
should grow and learn from past experiences. The old ques¬
tion of “How did we do it last year?” should become “How
can we do i t bet ter th is year?” Achal lenging note to end
the day, and an inspiring sett ing, as we sat there looking
out over the clear and placid lake.

I t w a s n o w t i m e t o w i n d o u r w a y b a c k t o o u r l o d g e s .
Most of us s lept in a large, a i ry dormitory in double-deck
beds; and since there were no steps to get into the top bunks,
it afforded considerable entertainment to help the young in
spirit “over the top.” It took some time before sleep reigned,
but the lateness of the hour did not prevent anyone from
being awake early and full of enthusiasm for what the next
d a y h a d i n s t o r e .

After ahearty breakfast, we gathered for morning devo¬
tion and Bible hour led by Mrs. Thyra Hansen. She inspired
us al l wi th her message which deal t wi th the Holy Spir i t
a t work i n ou r l i ves . Th is was fo l l owed by apane l d i s¬
cussion introduced by Mrs. Peter Thomsen. Some very good
sugges t ions fo r p rog ram top ics were made , and amode l
schedule for three successive monthiy meetings was worked
ou t . The ma t te r o f hav ing ra f fles and se rv i ng mea l s t o

in which each person can interpret what he reads to
suit his own taste. We find in the study of literature
that no two people interpret the same lines in the same
way, but that they have value just the same. If you
want an example of some of the finest literature avail¬
able, pick up your Bible, which has between its covers
the greatest combination of literature available; poetry,
satire, adventure, love, drama, comedy and illimitable
other types. Try it!

Marjor ie M. Ri t ter, Sec.
Muskegon, Michigan.
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life. The primacy which Jesus laid upon seeking first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness and to love
God and neighbor above all else makes for the Christian
the material and spiritual areas of life as inseparable.
It was pointed out that our “desire for an expanding
economy is not in itself necessarily un-Christian. On
the contrary, our technical and technological capacities
and the abundance of material benefits they produce,
provide unprecedented opportunities for Christian liv¬
ing . ”

Conference
Report by-

Harry S. Andersen

The Third National Study Conference on The Church
and Economic Life was convened by the Department
of the Church and Economic Life, Division of Christian
Life and Work, National Council of the Churches of
C h r i s t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a . D a t e s o f t h e
conference were April 12-15, 1956. The conference was
held at the Hotel William Penn, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl¬
vania under the conference theme, “The Christian Con¬
science and an Economy of Abundance.” It was my
privilege, together with Dean Peter Jorgensen of Grand
View College, Des Moines, Iowa; and Railroad and Ware¬
house Commissioner Hjalmar Petersen, of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, to be chosen as delegates from our synod and
t o a t t e n d t h i s c o n f e r e n c e .

Chairman of the conference plenary sessions was Hon.
Charles Taft, Mayor of Cincinnati, Ohio. Outstanding
resource speakers and two discussion series packed the
four day conference with valuable information, inspiring
insights, and an opportunity to deal with the economic
issues which confront Christian people. Delegates came
from awide range of denominational background and
from arich background of vocational experience. Farmers,
Economic Professors, Teachers, Clergymen, Industrialists,
Lawyers, Theologians, Agricultural Technicians, Labor
Leaders afford just asample of the wide scope of voca¬
tional representation present to share insights and ex¬
periences as Christian men and women sought to deal
more realistically with the problems of surplus and con¬
sumption, himger and distribution. The first discussion
series dealt with the fol lowing six topics under the
general subject of “Maintenance, Use, and Growth of
Our Economy of Abundance.” Each delegate was as¬
signed to one of the following topics: (1) Issues Related
to Manpower and Employment, (2) Distribution of Abun¬
dance, (3) Selling and Consumption, (4) The Power and
Relations of Economic Groups, Public and Private, (5)
Economic Foreign Policies, (6) Conservation of Natural
Resources. Ishall devote most of my report to discus¬
sion series two because one of the other delegates will
probably deal with series one.

Discussion series two consisted of five subtopics under
the general topic “Responsibilities of the Churches Issu¬
ing From the Implications of Our Economy of Abun¬
dance.” Using each sub-committee’s report as aguide
Isubmit the following:

Material and Spiritual Values in an Economy
o f A b u n d a n c e

“We are confronted with the capacity to produce
more than we can distribute through currently avail¬
able channels. Thus acrisis has for many individuals
appeared as aconflict between material and spiritual
values.” As Christ ians, we are concerned about our
nation’s abundance which tempts us to be more con¬
cerned about things than about spiritual values. Be¬
cause we are created by God and intended by God to
l i v e l i f e a c c o i ' d i n g t o i l i s w i l l
necessity to consider our material surroundings as liaving
spiritual significance. We have often tended to
aseparation between material and spiritual areas of

Though this is areal blessing it carries with it the
responsibility to guard against over-emphasis upon ma¬
terial goods and services to the exclusion of spiritual
v a l u e s .

As guiding principles in the discussion these state¬
ments were set forth. “(1) Material things are the gift
of God, and are to be held and used in keeping with
the Christian doctrine of stewardship. (2) As our ma¬
terial welfare advances to the level of abundance, some
way must be found to moderate the tendency of the
economy to cater increasingly to additional non-essential
w a n t s b e f o r e b a s i c h u m a n n e e d s h a v e b e e n s a t i s fi e d .
(3) Our economy must be maintained as ameans of
fulfilling God’s design and not be permitted to become
a n e n d i n i t s e l f . ”

The Church has the responsibility to bring an aware¬
ness upon Christians as to the choice of consumer goods
for which they choose to expend their money. The
choice of goods reflects the kind of demand given to
certain products. Hence the Christian conscience must
be sensitive to the reckless purchase of non-essentials.
An expanding economy gives us agrowing amount of
leisure time. This can be the means for the develop¬
ment of the community and human personality or it
can lead to social deterioration. The church must sen¬
sitize its members against the abuses of credit buying.
Though credit buying is not bad as such, abuses often
c a u s e g r a v e e c o n o m i c d i s t r e s s o n f a m i l i e s . H e r e b o t h
the seller and the buyer must be primarily concerned
for mutual good and benefits of both parties. “We be¬
lieve that Christians have an obligation of stewardship
with their wealth and incomes. This stewardship calls
upon us to recognize that in all our actions, including
our buying and selling we are witnessing to what
believe. To what do our purchases witness? What
values and what standards do we serve by our choices?”

Christian Vocation and Prevailing Standards
of Success

“God calls men to serve Him in every relationship
of life with their every ability and resource. AChris¬
tian’s vocation includes his entire life, gs husband, wife,
father, mother, brother, sister, neighbor, worker, co¬
worker, employer, citizen, church member or officer.
In relation to his daily work, wherever one’s abilities
and the needs of the world meet, there is God’s call.
Judged by these standards, what is success in economic
l i f e ? ”

w e

Generally speaking, older and relatively stable
munities consider status and prestige as the’symbol of
success. Where an expanding economy is most felt in
rapidly developing ai'eas, power and weallli are rated
as measures of success. In areas suffering from logs

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )

c o m -

can i i o t escape t hew e

a s s u m e 'rhe. Kov, Hnrrj’^ Andersen is pnstor of onr oluirellP#
la MiU'leKo and Oeri i iuuia, Miohlgni i .

L . . .
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Ba, NE OF THE pleasantest of recent conventionsWcame to aclose last night in the inland “sea-
^port” city of Muskegon, Michigan, ametropolis

of some ffity thousand hospitable and sacrificial souls who
seemed thr i l led to host the first nat ional church conven¬
tion in the city’s history. This is probably the only con¬
vention site our synod Could choose which would welcome
delegates coming by so many different means of trans¬
portat ion —air, h ighway, ra i lway and water. Humid,
uncomfortable weather was punctuated by daily refresh¬
ing showers and on the final day, the weather was cool
and invigorating for the four impressive church services
and the closing meeting. About 280 voting delegates
and pastors, plus acouple of hundred others, made the
journey into Michigan’s waterland, and the general opin¬
ion circulated that Muskegon was afine place for acon¬
vention, in spite of the motley aromas from wharfs,
refineries, etc., that wafted in fresh surprises on every
b r e e z e .

The ordination service for four men, (one other was
ordained earlier this summer), was the thrilling high
point of the convention. Over fifty pastors, mostly fes¬
tively robed, participated, and Dean Axel Kildegaard and
Ordainer V. S. Jensen spoke seriously and humblingly
and inspiringly to the Candidates in messages which
touched the consciences of not only the four, but of all
the clergymen there. The church was so fil led that
there was hardly room for the participating ministers, and
extra places had to be hastily arranged after the pas¬
toral procession. Central congregation’s choir sang the
much-loved and appropriate anthem, “Send Out Thy
Light,” and Pastor Peter 'Thomsen’s chant of the liturgy
was atremendously moving experience.

Surely ahighlight of the convention was the coopera¬
tion we enjoyed from Augustana Synod’s Samuel con¬
gregation, whose spacious property we were privileged
to employ. Half of the church building was mellowed
and traditional, the other half new, bright and functional.
Committee rooms, eating facilities, the three-manual pipe
organ, the sanctuary, telephones —everything we
needed was freely placed at our disposal, even the
church secretary. It was alesson in Lutheran coopera¬
tion. Central congregation’s own church is alovely
building but hardly adequate for our Annual Conven¬
tion, and it was apleasure to be able to feel so at home
in Samue l chu rch .

Muskegon’s street system is amaze, and visitors
more than once started out east and suddenly uninten¬
tionally found themselves travelling west. The local
folk themselves are bewildered by the engineering genius
which somehow has managed to complicate things in¬
extricably, even for life-long residents. Pastor Harald
Petersen brought on agale of laughter when he told how
one Muskegonite of whom he had sought help had finally
given up in despair over giving him the directions, and
exclaimed, “I don’t believe you can get there from here.”

Some delegates retreated from the hum of convention
activity to private cottages in the woods or on Lake
Michigan. The editor, plus the Danevang pastor, and
their wives, and the Grand View business manager,
sought refuge on alovely inland lake, only to discover

on arrival that the college chaplain and his family of
four, and the convention chairman and his family of
six already were occupying adjoining lakefront cottages
—enough for an unplanned rump convention on the
beach! Still other convention-goers camped out in tents,
trailers and station wagons.

One of the ordained Candidates, Harald Knudsen, ob¬
served his birthday during, the convention, with appro¬
priate song by .the assembly, while adelegate, George
Newgaard, was given asurprise birthday present from
his fellow Cedar Falls delegates —asoft cushion on
which to sit during the long sessions!

There were afew tense moments as well. Agroup
of pastors and delegates who opposed the new doctrinal
statements in the proposed Synod -Constitution felt that
it was improper and unfair to invoke the parliamentary
privilege of “closing debate” on such avital point, (and
to this observer it would appear that it would be best
not to regulate discussioh on matters of such heartfelt
import) . The matter of the new const i tut ion wi l l be
reopened next year, o f course, s ince const i tu t ional
changes require passage in two successive conventions.

One trend of recent years at our conventions, which
seems of questionable merit is the practice of holding
other meetings prior to or in connection with, the annual
synod meeting. The convention of the WMS, for ex¬
ample, filled in several spots which usually could be
used for relaxing. The great work done by the WMS
has expanded so that the former brief Saturday evening
business meeting will no longer suffice. Other boards
and committees are holding their meetings on the Tues¬
day prior to the convention, so that the host congrega¬
tion must now make preparations awhole day before
hand for several dozen people who will be meeting early.
The Home Missions Council has its meeting then, thus
eliminating anumber of pastors from functioning on
conven t i on commi t t ees . Th i s yea r t he Ecumen i ca l
Studies council also met Tuesday.morning. Add to this
the fact that some delegates and pastors deliberately
postpone registei’ing their attendance so that they will
avoid committee duty, and it becomes apparent that the
convention chairman and assistant chairman have con¬
siderable difficulty selecting those committees which
must meet before the formal opening session. (Those
committees, of course, can only be chosen from among
the early registrants.) Perhaps asolution would be
for all other boards and committees to meet on the Monday
following convention. Sunday, for most, is arelaxing,
restful day, and should be lull enough before the work
is begun again.

There were many things to appreciate about the
convention —the daily floral displays at the altar,
colorful and luxuriant —the opening sermon by Dr.
Jensen, with its emphasis upon God’s calling of the
ancient and the modem disciple —the Home Mission
reports —the brief talks from the Candidates, Sunday
evening, with their emphasis on gratitude for the benefits
from the Synod, (when it really is the Synod that is
grateful) —the disturbing and inspiring message from
Dr. Cordelia Cox —the list is endless.

{Continued on Page 16)

i.'
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6:00 p. m.—Supper.
8:00 p. m.—Evening program, “The Augustana Spirit,” Rev.

R e y n o l d L i n g w a l l .
Sunday, September 23

9:00 a. m.—First worship with communion, Rev. Gudmund
P e t e r s e n .

10:30 a. m.—Second worship with communion. Rev. Sedoris
McCar tney. (Communion a t both serv ices by
Rev. Holger P. Jorgensen.)

Guest pastors for morning worship at neighboring churches:
Fredsville
Cedarloo
Waterloo

1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — D i n n e r .

2:30 p. m.—Afternoon meeting with “Report from Europe,”
b y N i e l s e n B r o t h e r s .

4:00 p. m.—Closing lunch hour with farewells.
Richard H. Sorensen, President.
R e v. H o l g e r N i e l s e n , H o s t P a s t o r.

District III Annual Meeting
CLINTON, IOWA, SEPTEMBER 28, 29 AND 30, 1956
D i s t r i c t I I I o f t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

wi l l have i ts annual meeting in St. Stephen’s Evangel ical
Lutheran Church, Clinton, Iowa, September 28, 29 and 30,
1 9 5 6 . M e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f o u r c h u r c h e s a r e w e l c o m e
to paticipate. Congregations are reminded that they are to
elect delegates to the meeting on the basis of one delegate
for every 25 voting members.

Aspecial program wil l be init iated this year. The young
peop le o f D is t r i c t I I I a re conduct ing aone-day workshop
in Clinton during the convention. All young people are en¬
couraged to attend.

R e v . H o w a r d C h r i s t e n s e n
R e v. C h a r l e s Te r r e l l
D r . E r n e s t N i e l s e n

Ivan E. Nielsen, District President. J

I N V I T A T I O N

St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran congregation in Clin¬
ton hereby extends to members and friends of District III
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church ahearty wel¬
come to all who may desire to share in the above meeting.
Please send regis t rat ions to Mrs. Agnes Pr ieskorn, 1004
Pershing Blvd., Clinton, Iowa, by September 24, 1956.

E d w i n Z a s t r o w, P r e s i d e n t .
E i l e r t C . N i e l s e n , P a s t o r.

D i s t r i c t V I C o n v e n t i o n
T h e d i s t r i c t c o n v e n t i o n o f D i s t r i c t V I w i l l b e h e l d i n t h e

Pioneer Lutheran Church, near White, South, Dakota, Sep¬
tember 21, 22 and 23.

T h e d i s t r i c t c o n v e n t i o n i n W h i t e , S o u t h , D a k o t a , h a s b e e n
postponed one week due to the Danish meet ing in Tyler,
M i n n e s o t a . M i s s M u r i e l N i e l s e n h a s b e e n a d d e d t o t h e
program and wi l l speak Saturday even ing ins tead o f the
host pastor, John Enselmann.

The congregat ion ex tends acord ia l inv i ta t ion to a l l o f
the VI District to attend and be their guests. Lodging wil l
be furnished for al l pastors and delegates, their husbands
a n d w i v e s .

Yo u r r e s e r v a t i o n s m u s t b e s e n t b e f o r e S e p t e m b e r 1 t o
Mr. Alvin Hansen, Route 2, Brookings, South Dakota.

T h e P i o n e e r C h u r c h i s l o c a t e d n e a r H i g h w a y 7 7 , 11 m i l e s
n o r t h o f B r o o k i n g s . A g o o d m a r k e r i s t h e S t i r l i n g M e t h o d i s t
c h u r c h o n 7 7 , t h e n y o u d r i v e o n o n e m U e m o r e a n d t u r n
e a s t t h r e e m i l e s , a n d y o u w i l l s e e t h e P i o n e e r C h u r c h t h r e e -
t o u r t h s m i l e s o u t h .

P R O G R A M

T h e m e : T h e C h r i s t i a n O i i t r e a e h

Friday, September 28
8:00 p. m.—Opening service, “The Christ ian Outreach In

The Communi ty, ” Pastor Paul Wikman.
Saturday, September 29

9 : 0 0 a . m . — D e v o t i o n s : “ T h e C h r i s t i a n O u t r e a c h I n E d u c a ¬
t i o n , ” D r . J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n .

9 : 4 5 a . m . — B u s i n e s s s e s s i o n .
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — ^ D i n n e r .

1 : 3 0 p . m . — B u s i n e s s s e s s i o n .
5 : 3 0 p . m . — S u p p e r .
7:00 p. m.—^Women’s Missionary Society business meeting

f o U o w ' e d b y a l e c t u r e b y M i s s i o n a r y M u r i e l
N i e l s e n . Rev. Harold Ibsen, District President.

Rev, Jolm Enselmann, Pastor.
Chris Hansen, President.

Simday, September 30
10:30 a.m.—Worship service and communion. Sfermon, “The

T h e C h u r c h , ” P a s t o r I v a nC h r i s t i a n O u t r e a c h

Nielsen, Li turgist, Pastor Ei lert Nielsen. C O N V E N T I O N P R O G R A M

Friday, September 14
8:00 p. m.—Opening serv ice. Rev. Enok Mortensen. (No

supper se rved Fr iday even ing . )
Saturday, September 15

9:00 a. m.—Morning devotion, Paul Nussle.
10:00 a. m.—eBusiness meeting.

5:00 p. m.—Closing of business meeting.
8:(X) p. m.—Evening meeting. Miss Muriel Nielsen.

S u n d a y, S e p t e m b e r 1 6
10:30 a. m.—Worship service with communion. Rev. Harold

I b s e n a n d R e v . J o h n E n s e l m a n n .

2:00 p. m.—Lecture by Dr. Alfred Jensen, synod president.

1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — ^ D i n n e r.

The program this year concludes with the Sunday dinner.
This change has been made to encourage everyone to remain
for the fu l l program.

D i s t r i c t I V C o n v e n t i o n

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Cedar Fal ls , Iowa, hereby
e x t e n d s t o m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f D i s t r i c t I V o f t h e A m e r i ¬
c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C l m r c l i a h e a r t y w e l c o m e t o a l l
who may desire to share in the annual district convention.
Please send registrations to Bethlehem Church, 1410 Main
Street, Cedar Falls, Iowa, immediately.

T E N T A T I V E P R O G R A M

Friday, September 21
2 : ( X ) p . m . — O p e n i n g d e v o t i o n s . R e v. C a r l o P e t e r s e n .
3 : 0 0 p . m . — C o f f e e . N
3:30 p. m.—Business session (reports).
6 : 0 0 p . m . — S u p p e r .
8:00 p. m.—Worship service. Rev. Axel Kildegaard.

Saturday, September 22
8 : 0 0 a . m . — W M S b r e a k f a s t w i t h b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n .
8:00 a. m.—Men’s breakfast. Dr. Leroy Norquist.

1 0 : 0 0 a . m . — B u s i n e s s s e s s i o n .
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — D i n n e r .

1:30 p. m.—Faith and Life presentation (at Cedarloo), Mr.
Harry Jensen.

2:45 p. m.—Coffee (at Cedarloo).
3:30 p. m.—Final business session (at Bethlehem).

P IONEER LUTHERAN CHURCH, WHITE , S . D .
This church with 22 contributing members has dared to

invite the VI District to be their guests for the coming dis¬
t r i c t c o n v e n t i o n .

They have been very busy the last month, the church has
been redecorated inside from floor to cei l ing, and the hall
has been painted. All at acost of about $1,000.

Around the church is abeautifully kept cemetery and
park,- so the district will have afine setting for all its meet¬
ings.

You can not help admiring this l itt le church for its faith
and sacrifices in making this possible. May God richly bless
t h e m i n t h e f u t u r e .

Rev. John Enselmann, who is pastor of our churches in
Lake Norden and Badger, serves them every other Sunday.

J . E .
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also many visi tors. Please send your names at least one
week before the meeting.

D i s t r i c t V I I C o n v e n t i o n
C . S . F y n b o e , P r e s i d e n t .
R e v. J o h n P e d e r s e n , P a s t o r .

T h e a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f D i s t r i c t V I I w i l l b e h e l d i n
Hay Springs, Nebraska, the week end of September 28-30.
F u r t h e r a n n o u n c e m e n t s w i l l a p p e a r i n t h e n e x t i s s u e s o f
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S . The Hi l ls Are St i l l There

Rev. Calvin Ros.sman, District President.
S h e w a s a w o m a n o f w o n d e r f u l f a i t h . O f t e n i t h a d b e e n

severely assai led, but i t remained firm. One day Isaid to
h e r , “ I w o n d e r i f b a c k i n y o u r l i f e s o m e w h e r e t h e r e i s n o t
arecord of the foundation of this fai th —or the beginning
o f i t? ” And perhaps because Iam an o ld and p r i v i leged
f r i e n d , o r p e r h a p s b e c a u s e s h e k n e w I w o u l d u n d e r s t a n d
s h e t o l d m e a b o u t i t .

D i s t r i c t I X C o n v e n t i o n

TAC03IA, WASH, SEPTE3IBEB 28, 29 and 30, 1956
P R O G R A M

General Theme: T H E F A I T H W E L I V E B Y

Friday, September 28
6:00 p. m.—Supper for delegates and pastors and guests.
7:00 p. m.—Registration of guests, delegates and pastors.
7:30 p. m.—Sunday school insti tute, Mrs. Carl Fynboe in

charge.
9:30 p. m.—Coffee.

" I t w a s w h e n I w a s a v e r y y o u n g g i r l t h a t t h e r e w a s
afire in our village. It v/as the home of one of my mother’s
d e a r e s t f r i e n d s t h a t b u r n e d . S h e w a s a w o m a n t o w h o m
my childish heart had deeply attached itself, and her home
h a d b e c o m e a l m o s t a s e c o n d h o m e t o m e . I w a s h e a r t ¬
broken over her loss. I longed yet dreaded to go to her.
W h e n I w e n t , t h e e m b e r s o f t h e h o m e w e r e y e t r e d . S h e
was standing in the yard. She saw me coming and came
t o m e e t m e . A f t e r a f e w m o m e n t s , s h e t u r n e d a w a y f r o m
t h e b l a c k e n e d r u i n s a n d f a c e d t h e d i s t a n t h i U s . I c a n h e a r
h e r v o i c e y e t
s a i d , b u t i t w a s t h e t e x t o f t h e m i g h t i e s t s e r m o n o n f a i t h I
ever heard. All through my life that single sentence spoken
out of the heart of loss and sadness has wrought itself into
my life’s experiences. And always as Ihave looked on these

Speakers: Carl Fynboe (Spiritual); Hans Chris- unchanging features of the landscape have Ibeen reminded
tensen (Practical). “Wliat do you expect of your of the Presence that abides with us unchanged through aU
congregat ion?” Speakers : Pastor J . C. K jaer the v ic iss i tudes o f l i fe .
(Spir i tual); Pastor H. E. Olsen (Practical).

Saturday, September 29
9:00 a. m.—Morning devotions, “The New Covenant Faith

D r . J e n s C . K j a e r , s p e a k e r .
10 : (X ) a . m.—Bus iness sess ion .
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — ^ L u n c h a n d c o m m i t t e e s e s s i o n s .
1:30 p. m.—EBusiness session continued.
3 : 3 0 p . m . — C o f f e e .
4:00 p. m.—Panel, “What do you expect of your minister?”

‘ T h e h i l l s a r e s t i l l t h e r e . ’ I t w a s a l l s h e

> »

As she was speaking there flashed into my thought the
w o r d s :6:00 p. m.—Supper.

7:30 p. m.—^WMS business meeting, Mrs. L. C. Larsen pre¬
s i d i n g .

8:00 p. m.—Evening lecture. “Faith of our Fathers,
Holger Andersen, speaker.

“ W h e n t h e a n c h o r s t h a t f a i t h h a d c a s t

Are dragging in the gale,
Iam qu ie t l y ho ld ing fas t
To the things that cannot fail.”

Of tent imes the shadow l i f t ing revea ls asky o f b lue o f
w h i c h w e h a v e l i t t l e d r e a m e d . W e fi n d t h a t “ w h a t m o s t
seemed reproof was love most true.

When the material is swept away from us, looking away
beyond the temporal may we see the eternal. “The hills are
s t i l l t h e r e . ” A n d t h u s o u r h e a r t s a r e c o m f o r t e d .

— ( S o u r c e N o t K n o w n . )

> » R e v .

Sunday, September 30
10:00 a. m.—Morning worship wi th holy communion. Ser¬

mon: “Fai th and Author i ty, ” Harold E. Olsen,
speaker. John Pedersen, l i turgist.

1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — ^ D i n n e r .

2:00 p. m.—Lecture, A F a s h i o n a b l e F a i t h , ” R e v . R o b e r tn

Fal lgatter, speaker.
3:00 p. m.—Recess.
3:30 p. m.—Tour.
6:00 p. m.—Supper.
7:30 p. m.—Lecture. “Faith in Action,” Dr. Alfred Jensen,

s p e a k e r .

T h e H e a l e r

S o s t o o d o f o l d t h e h o l y C h r i s t
Amidst the suffer ing throng;

Wi th whom His l ightest touch sufficed
To m a k e t h e w e a k e s t s t r o n g .

That heal ing g i f t He lends to them
W h o u s e i t i n H i s n a m e ;

The power that filled His garment’s hem
I s e v e r m o r e t h e s a m e .

The paths of pain are th ine. Go forth
With patience, trust and hope;

The su f fe r ings o f as in -s i ck ea r th
Shal l give thee ample scope.

S o S h a l t t h o u b e w i t h p o w e r e n d u e d
F r o m H i m w h o w e n t a b o u t

The Syr ian hi l ls ides doing good.
And casting demons out.

That Good Physic ian l iveth yet
Thy fr iend and guide to be;

The Healer by Gennesaret
S h a l l w a l k t h e r o u n d s w i t h t h e e .

J o h n G t e e n l e a f W h i t t i e r .

T h e a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u ¬
theran Church, District IX, will be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, 1310 South LStreet, Tacoma, Washington, Septem¬
ber 28, 29 and 30. . A l l congregat ions of the d is t r ic t are
expected to be represented at the convention with one dele¬
ga te fo r eve ry twen ty (20 ) vo t i ng members . The names
of such delegates shall be in the hands of the credentials
committee one week prior to the meeting dates.

As part of the convention program this year will be a
Sunday schoo l i n s t i t u t e . Each cong rega t i on i s u rged t o
send as many of i ts rel igious education instructors to this
meeting as possible in addition to any members of the
church who are potential instructors. The names of teachers
shall be submitted along with the names of other convention
guests also one week prior to the convention.

We cove t the p rayers o f the en t i re church upon th i s
meet ing fo r an ins igh t in to g rea te r d is t r i c t respons ib i l i t y
and greater service to the kingdom of God.

Harold E. Olsen, District President.

I n a c c o r d w i t h t h e a b o v e a n n o u n c e m e n t S t . P a u l ’ s L u ¬
theran Church of Tacoma, Wash., hereby invites delegates,
members and f r i ends o f t he cong rega t i on o f D i s t r i c t IX
to the convention of District IX, September 28, 29 and 30.

We would like to see, not only delegates and pastors, but
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system in East Germany. Here young¬
s t e r s a r e t a u g h t t h a t t h e C h u r c h i s a
“ re l i c o f t he M idd le Ages ” and tha t
Stalin (who will be the new one now?)
is the Jesus Chr ist for today. Every
effort is made to get them into com¬
munist ic youth organizat ions. Beaut i¬
ful picture magazines subtly following
the Party Line are given free to school
ch i ld ren who can i io t rece ive church
magazines because “there isn’t enough
paper fo r p r in t ing them. ” C lub un i¬
forms, movies, p lay-days, excurs ions,
and every in teres t ing ent icement fo r
youth are woven into these organiza¬
tions and become irresistible to many
youngsters who Ccumot see the politi¬
c a l p u r p o s e b e h i n d t h e m . C h u r c h o r ¬
ganizations for youth are prohibited.

History books are rewri t ten to fo l¬
low Communist policies and school
grades on “political attitude” are often
decisive in determining who is gradu¬
a t e d o r a l l o w e d t o e n t e r a n i n s t i t u t i o n
f o r h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n . G o d i s d e fi n e d
in Commun is t encyc lopaed ias as “a
mythical being.” School children of all
ages are asked to wi’ite regular essays
on such topics as “My Parents’ Politi¬
cal Attitude Since 1945” and “What My
Family Thinks of Bishop DibeUus”
(leader of the Church of Berl in-Bran-
denburg who is sharply critized by the
C o m m u n i s t s . )

A l l t h i s i ns t ruc t i on makes an im¬
pression on young minds, particularly
w h e n t h e S t a t e i s a t t h e s a m e t i m e
m a k i n g i t m o r e a n d m o r e d i f fi c u l t f o r
the Church to reach youth through
n o r m a l c h a n n e l s . A s o u r E a s t G e r m a n
p a s t o r ’ s w i f e t o l d u s . . “ E v e n m y
own child came to me the other day
and asked why he couldn’t attend State
youth meetings. As soon as we for¬
bid something that seems interesting
to chi ldren, they want even more to
‘ t a s t e ’ i t .

There They Stand
By Miss A. Jean Olson

Ediior's Note: Messages heard a t the Annua l Convent ion f rom
such persons as Muriel Nielsen, Dr. Cordelia Cox and Dr. R. J. Dosker,
(American Bible Society), focused convention attention on world¬
wide considerations. This sharply etched description will vivify some
of these in te rna t iona l p rob lems.

A n E a s t G e r m a n p a s t o r a n d h i s
w i f e w e r e r e t u r n i n g t o t h e i r h o m e n o t
long ago fo l low ing ashor t s tay w i th
f r i e n d s i n W e s t B e r l i n ; D u r i n g t h e i r
v is i t they had been g iven severa l books
to take back to the i r pa r i sh l i b ra ry
since new theological books were quite
s c a r c e i n E a s t G e r m a n y .

F o r t h e fi r s t t i m e i n s e v e r a l m o n t h s ,
t h e c o u p l e w a s s t o p p e d a t t h e b o r d e r
b y a s u s p i c i o u s P e o p l e ’ s P o l i c e ( E a s t
G e r m a n ) g u a r d w h o a s k e d t o s e e
t h e i r p a p e r s . T h e s e w e r e i n o r d e r .
T h e n h e a s k e d t o l o o k t h r o u g h t h e i r
s u i t - c a s e s . . . i n c l u d i n g t h e b o o k s .
When asked what the books were, the
pastor replied they were lor his church
l ibrary. Just then the couple remem¬
b e r e d t h a t a m o n g t h e t h e o l o g i c a l
b o o k s w a s a n o v e l w h i c h o n e o f t h e i r

f r i e n d s h a d t h o u g h t t o i n c l u d e i n t h e
s e t a s a p e r s o n a l g i f t t o t h e p a s t o r .
N e i t h e r t h e p a s t o r n o r h i s w i f e c o u l d
r e m e m b e r w h a t t h e n o v e l w a s " a b o u t
a n d t h e y b e c a t m e v e r y a f r a i d t h a t i f
t h e g u a r d f o u n d i t a n d t h e s u b j e c t
had even the s l ightest t inge of pro-
W e s t e m s e n t i m e n t i n i t , t h e y c o u l d b e
i m p r i s o n e d f o r s m u g g l i n g a n t i - s t a t e
p r o p a g a n d a i n t o t h e E a s t . . . a s e r i ¬
o u s o f f e n s e .

“ W e w e n t t h r o u g h s o m e v e r y t e n s e
m o m e n t s , ” t h e p a s t o r ’ s w i f e l a t e r r e ¬
called in telling us the story. “We had
t o t a k e e a c h b o o k o u t a n d s h o w i t t o
t h e g u a r d a n d I w a s s o a f r a i d w h e n
w e c a m e t o t h e n o v e l t h a t i t w o u l d

b e s o m e t h i n g d a n g e r o u s . W e w e r e
w e a k w i t h r e l i e f w h e n I t o o k t h e b o o k
o u t a n d s a w t h a t i t w a s c a l l e d ‘ T h e
S t o r y o f a M o d e r n C h r i s t i a n . ’ T h e
g u a r d m e r e l y g l a n c e d a t t h e t i t l e
a n d s i n c e i t c o n t a i n e d t h e w o r d ‘ C h r i s ¬

tian’ he never thought to look further.”
She laughed abit at their unneces¬

s a r y f e a r s a f t e r d e s c r i b i n g t h e i n c i ¬
d e n t b u t t h e n s a i d . . . “ W e h a v e
r e a l l y h a d t o h o l d o n t o o u r n e r v e s
i n t h e s e l a s t f e w w e e k s . W e d o n ’ t

know wha t cou ld happen nex t . I t i s
good ' that we have too much Tb do
and l i t t l e t ime t o t h i nk and wo r r y. ”

Dur ing arecent v i .s i t to Ber l in , we
h e a r d m a n y s t o r i e s d e s c r i b i n g t h e
t e n s i o n u n d e r w h i c h c h u r c h l e a d e r s
i n t h e E a s t Z o n e l i v e . W e w e r e t o l d

how city “fire inspectors” periodically
visit church builcOngs to “check fire
i n s t a l l a t i o n s ” a n d t a k e a g o o d l o o k
around lor any incriminating evidence
of pro-Western or anti-Communist acti¬
v i t i e s a t t h e s a m e t i m e . A n d o f t h e
young party official who “thought” the

<4p a r s o n a g e w a s t h e h o m e o f a f r i e n d
o f h i s a n d w a n t e d t o fi n d o u t w h a t
happened to him and along with that,
what was going on in the parsonage.
I n a s c h o o l f o r c h u r c h w o r k e r s i n

E a s t B e r l i n , w e w e r e t o l d t h a t i f a n y
o f t h e p u p i l s s h o u l d b r i n g b a c k a
Western newspaper or magazine after
a v i s i t t o W e s t B e r l i n a n d i t w a s
found in the building, the State could
call that justification for closing down
the school. Life isn’t easy in the East
Z o n e , e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h o s e w h o s t r i v e
t o k e e p a f r e e c h u r c h a l i v e .

T h e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e C h u r c h
a n d t h e C o m m u n i s t S t a t e h a s b e e n

sharply intensified since January when
1 5 w o r k e r s i n E a s t G e r m a n r a i l r o a d
m i s s i o n s w e r e a r r e s t e d a s “ W e s t e r n
sp ies . ” Mos t o f t hese worke rs had been
s e r v i n g i n l a r g e s t a t i o n s i n E a s t B e r ¬
l i n where they a t tended to sp i r i tua l
a n d s p e c i a l p h y s i c a l n e e d s o f t h o u ¬
s a n d s o f G e r m a n t r a v e l e r s w h o n e e d e d
aplace for counsel and rest in abig,
s t r a n g e c i t y .

T h i s a c t i o n t o u c h e d o f f a s e r i e s o f

s ta te regu la t ions a imed a t reduc ing
t h e i n fl u e n c e o f t h e C h u r c h o n t h e

p e o p l e a n d e v e n t u a l l y, t o c r e a t e a
s t a t e - c o n t r o l l e d C h u r c h s u c h a s e x i s t s
i n R u s s i a a n d t h e s a t e l l i t e c o u n t r i e s .
T h i s t h e E a s t G e r m a n c h u r c h m e n a r e
d e s p e r a t e l y fi g h t i n g f o r i t m e a n s t h e
C h u r c h w o u l d b e c o m e a p o l i t i c a l i n ¬
s t r u m e n t u n a b l e t o p r o t e s t a g a i n s t
a t h e i s t i c p r o p a g a n d a b y t h e C o m m u ¬
n i s t s n o r t o fi - e e l y t e a c h y o u t h i n
C o n fi r m a t i o n c l a s s e s . T h e C h u r c h
w o u l d b e “ e n c o u r a g e d ” t o p r o c l a i m
Communist propaganda goals so often
h e a r d f r o m “ p r o g r e s s i v e ” c h u r c h e s
b e h i n d t h e I r o n C u r t a i n .

“The air is so thick here,” an East
B e r l i n c h u r c h w o r k e r t o l d u s . “ W e
don’t know from one day to the next
w h e t h e r o r n o t w e c a n c o n t i n u e t o
teach our c lasses in re l ig ion in the
schools. Parents are being threatened
t h a t i f t h e i r c h U d r e n s t a y i n t h e s e
c l a s s e s a n d d o n o t j o i n t h e C o m m u ¬
nist-sponsored youth organizations, the
f a t h e r c a n l o s e h i s j o b a n d o t h e r b a d
r e s u l t s c o i d d o c c u r . M o t h e r s t e l l u s
t h e y w a n t t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o r e c e i v e
Ch r i s t i an i ns t r uc t i on bu t when t hey
h a v e a f a m i l y t o f e e d a n d w a n t a
peaceful life, they can resist this pres¬
sure only so long.”

P e r h a p s t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e a n d
therefore the most dangerous way the
S t a t e i s t r y i n g t o u n d e r m i n e t h e
Church i s th rough the pub l i c schoo l

) >

Th is year, 300,000 14-year-o lds in
Eas te rn Germany were p ressured in
every possible way to join Communist-
sponsored Youth Dedication prepara¬
t o r y c o u r s e s w h i c h c o n c l u d e w i t h a
c e r e m o n y r e s e m b l i n g C o n fi r m a t i o n
bu t t he you ths ded i ca te themse lves
to the State instead of affirming faith
in God. The state has also instigated
a“Naime-giving Ceremony” to replace
baptism and a“Marriage Ceremony”
to replace church weddings. So far,
the vast majority of Christ ians in the
East Zone have resisted and denounced
these measu res , bu t t he number o f
those who participate is steadily grow¬
ing. The Church is slowly being re¬
duced to a“coi-e of the faithful,” but
the courageous witness of this “core”
in their stand for Christ is an inspira¬
t i o n t o t h e w o r l d ,
physical strain under which many of
them live is something comfortable
Westerners can only imagine.

We had along talk one morning
w i t h o n e o f t h e C h u r c h l e a d e r s i n
Berlin. His description of the prob¬
l e m s f a c e d b y t h e C h u r c h e s i n t h e
East and the possibilities for reaching
acceptable solutions in the near future
was rather pessimist ic.

T h e m e n t a l a n d

{ < Any compro-



L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SAugust 20, 1956 Page 15
grow ing ou t o f i ndus t r i a l expans ion
h a s u p r o o t e d m a n y f r o m t h e i r f o r m e r
c o m m u n i t i e s a n d t h e y h a v e l o s t a
s e n s e o f b e l o n g i n g . T h e d e s i r e t o l i v e
i n t h e s u b u r b h a s l e f t d o w n t o w n a r e a s

wi thout adequate leadersh ip . Riva l ry
f o r s t a t u s h a s l e s s e n e d m a n ’s s e r v i c e ¬
able concern for his neighbor. “Hence
tlie new freedom and the high mobility
o f t e n s e e m t o p r o d u c e a f r e n z i e d e f ¬
f o r t a t s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t r e v e a l s t h e
lack of seKhood.’’ In this day we have
s e e n a g r o w i n g d i s i n t e r e s t i n s h o u l d ¬
er ing respons ib i l i ty and acomplacent
att i tude toward exercizing freedom of
s p e e c h a n d c o n s c i e n c e i n t h e f a c e o f
pressures to conform. I t lays heavi ly
upon the Christian Community to en¬
c o u r a g e t h e g r e a t e s t p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f
each individual'in society in the shar¬
ing of its blessings and in shouldering
o f t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s l a i d u p o n h i m
t o m a k e t h e m a v a i l a b l e t o h i s b r o t h e r
r e g a r d l e s s o f r a c e , c r e e d o r c o l o r .

S o c i a l C o n f o r m i t y A n d S o c i a l C h a n g e
T h e r e a r e a m p l e s i g n s o f s o c i a l

c h a n g e a l l a b o u t u s . We h a v e d o u b l e d
o u r p o p u l a t i o n i n fi f t y y e a r s . W e h a v e
m o v e d f r o m a n a g r i c u l t u r a l t o a n i n ¬
d u s t r i a l e c o n o m y a n d f r o m r u r a l
d w e l l e r s t o u r b a n a n d r u r b a n i t e s .
A u t o m a t i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e t o m o d i f y
t h e i n d u s t r i a l r o l e o f a w o r k e r . W h i l e
t h i s m e a n s m o r e l e i s u r e i t a l s o m e a n s

l a y - o f f s , u n e m p l o y m e n t , e t c . A n o t h e r
s y m b o l o f c h a n g e i s t h e g r o w i n g m i l i ¬
t a r i z a t i o n o f o u r n a t i o n a l l i f e . T h i s
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n g e n e r a t e s f e a r a n d i s
f u r t h e r r e g e n e r a t e d b y f e a r i n a c o n ¬
t i n u i n g c i r c l e w h i c h i - e - i n f e c t s o u r
w h o l e - n a t i o n a l l i f e . We h a v e s e e n t h e
loss of right to dissent by the pressure
of econoimic penalties. There has come
a r e n e w e d i m p e t u s t o w a r d d e s e g r e ¬
g a t i o n . R a p i d c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n h a v e p u t u s i n h u r r i e d
c o n t a c t w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d .

T h e A m e r i c a n f a m i l y i s t h r e a t e n e d
by the lowering of sex moral i ty both
among youth and parents.

T o t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e c h u r c h

must speak wi th a fear less and pro¬
phetic voice lest it run the risk of ir¬
re levancy. The church finds i tse l f in
a p a r a d o x i c a l r o l e o f t r y i n g t o c o n ¬
serve and at the same time ,trying to
transform. In being true to the gospel
i t m u s t “ b e i n t h e w o r l d b u t n o t o f i t . ”
Not only i ts c lergy must be feai ' less
in speaking out on the moral problems
o f o u r t i m e b u t i t s w h o l e m e m b e r s h i p
through discussion and disciplined at¬
tention, must participate in preserving
o f m o r a l v a l u e s a n d c h a l l e n g i n g e v i l .
T h e C h u r c h c a n c l a r i f y i t s p o s i t i o n
th rough s ta temen ts and reso lu t i ons ,
t lu-ough action Programs designed to
o v e r c o m e p o v e r t y a n d i n j u s t i c e ,
t l i rough the Churches’ involvement in
t h e l i f e o f t h e c o m m u n i t y.
T h e E c o n o m i c P o l i c i e s a n d P r a c t i c e s o f

t h e C h u r c h e s i n a n E c o n o m y o f
A b u n d a n c e

C h u r c h e s t h e m s e l v e s a r e e c o n o m i c
entities engaged in fund raising, spend¬
ing money, employing people, manag¬
ing physical resources, making invest-

m i s e m a d e w i t h t h e C o m m u n i s t S t a t e
w i l l b r ing an end to the Church as
w e k n o w i t n o w , ” h e s a i d . “ C o - e x i s t ¬
e n c e b e t w e e n m a t e r i a l i s t i c a t h e i s m a n d
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h i s i m p o s s i b l e . ” H o w ¬
e v e r , h e d i d d e s c r i b e o n e a s p e c t o f
t h e s i t u a t i o n w h i c h s e e m s t o w o r k
favorably for the Churches.

“Communis ts are ext remely sens i¬
tive to world public opinion,” he said.
“They are very anxious to present a
facade o f re l ig ious f reedom in Eas t
Germany before the rest of the world.
T h u s t h e y h a v e n o t a c t i v e l y t a k e n
o v e r t h e c h u r c h e s a s y e t b y s u b s t i t u t ¬
i n g t h e i r o w n ‘ p r o g r e s s i v e ’ p a s t o r s
( l e s s t h a n 7 o u t o f 2 1 , 0 ( X ) f u l l - t i m e
c h u r c h w o r k e r s ) b e c a u s e t h e y k n o w
this would bring immediate and strong
protests f rom the West.”

T h i s m e a n s , a s w e h e a r d f r o m s e v ¬
e r a l o t h e r c h u r c h l e a d e r s d u r i n g o u r
v is i t too, that we in the rest of the
C h r i s t i a n w o r l d m u s t c o n t i n u e t o s h o w
o u r r e a l c o n c e r n o v e r t h e a n t i - r e l i g i -
o u s a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e S t a t e a g a i n s t t h e
E a s t G e r m a n c h u r c h e s . W e m u s t c o n ¬
t i n u e t o a i d o u r b r e t h r e n “ o v e r t h e r e ”
with al l the spir i tual and moral even
more than , bu t a long w i th , mate r ia l
support at our command. The churches
n e e d s u c h a i d m o r e i n t h e s e m o n t h s
perhaps than at any other time since
the dark days before June 1953 when
so many churchmen were imprisoned.
The i r des i r e t o know tha t f e l l ow -be l i ev¬
e r s o n t h e o t h e r s i d e c a r e a b o u t t h e i r
plight and are praying for them means
more than any other form of aid.

T h e t o n s o f f o o d , c l o t h i n g , m e d i c i n e s
a n d m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s a n d M a r k s
worth of aid being sent into the East
b y We s t G e r m a n a n d A m e r i c a n
churches is providing al i fe l ine of
support for the institutional church.
This is the means by which i t func¬
t ions as achurch. At the same t ime,
Bibles, theological literature, personal
letters and visits, prayers and public
protests against anti-religious measures
from the West plus the very fact that

care enough to send material re¬
lief, are helping provide the over¬
worked churchmen in the East Zone
with the wil l to continue.

It is true that these men need sup¬
port from the West. But at the same
time, the West can learn agreat deal
from the other side about real Chris¬
tian witnessing. Perhqps one of the
most significant statements we heard
during our visit to East Berlin was
f r o m t h e h a r d - w o r k i n g w i f e o f a
c h u r c h s c h o o l d i r e c t o r .

“Our l i fe here is more real than in
the West,” she said. “There they go
to bed at night in peace while we do
not know what we wi l l find when we
wake up in the morning. It makes us
ali t t le more dependent on God.”

And when God is for us, who can be
against us?

Study Conference
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 0 )

o f p o p u l a t i o n o r e c o n o m i c d e p r e s s i o n ,
s e c u r i t y a n d c o m f o r t b e c o m e m o s t i m ¬
p o r t a n t . T h e m o t i v a t i o n o f s e r v i c e o r
usefulness to others or to community
t e n d s t o c o m e o u t s e c o n d b e s t .

I t w a s s t r e s s e d h o w e v e r , t h a t i f w e
are “ fo l lowing the Chr is t ian vocat ion
a n d h a v e b e e n t r a n s f o r m e d b y G o d ’ s
g r a c e i n t o n e w b e i n g s i n C h r i s t , t h e n
a c o m p l e t e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f v a l u e s
w i l l a l s o h a v e t a k e n p l a c e . L i f e i s
l i ved on l y i n re la t i ons . The fi rs t o f
t h e s e , f r o m w h i c h l i f e d e r i v e s i t s
meaning and strength is the God-man
r e l a t i o n s h i p , f r o m w h i c h t h e m a n - t o ¬
man re la t ionsh ip i s inseparab le . He
w h o i s a n e w b e i n g i n C h r i s t a n d b e ¬
c o m e s s o e a c h d a y a n e w b y t h e d e a t h
o f h i s s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s i s t h e c h a n n e l
f o r G o d ’ s a b u n d a n t g i f t s t o fl o w
t h r o u g h h i m t o t h e n e i g h b o r . T h i s
t u r n s u p s i d e d o w n t h e s t a n d a i ’ d s o f
v a l u e a s t h e y p r e v a i l i n o u r c u l t u r e
w i t h i t s w o r s h i p o f s t a t u s a n d p r e s ¬
t ige, power and wealth, securi ty and
comfor t . I t pu ts a t the top ins tead,
service to others, personal growth, and
s h a r i n g c r e a t i v e l y w i t h G o d i n t h e
development and distr ibut ion of l i fe’s
g o o d s . ”

I t w a s f u r t h e r s t r e s s e d t h a t w h i l e
e a c h o n e h a s b e e n g i v e n a v o c a t i o n a l
c a l l t h a t c a l l c a n o n l y b e l i v e d o u t
w i t h f u l l n e s s a s w e h e e d H i s c a l l t o
u s t o b e i n H i s C h u r c h a s m e m b e r s
o f t h e B o d y o f C h r i s t . H e r e w e f u l fi l l
o u r c a l l .

Human D ign i ty And Re la t ions In
A n E c o n o m y O f A b u n d a n c e

Do peop le i n ou r p resen t soc ie t y
have achance to develop as we believe
G o d i n t e n d e d t h e m t o d e v e l o p a s m a ¬
ture persons in Christ? With the large
scale growth of industrial organization
t h e i n d i v i d u a l t e n d s t o r e c e d e i n i m ¬
portance. No longer does he express
personal decis ion over areas of l i fe.
T h e w o r k e r b e c o m e s t h e m e a n s o f
r o u t i n e a n d m o n o t o n o u s e x p e n d i n g o f
e f f o r t i n t h e m a k i n g o f a p r o d u c t
which he has little or no interest. It no
longer chal lenges his creat ive abi l i ty
nor does he experience the satisfaction
o f a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o n e c e s s a r y t o
persona l hea l th and we l l -be ing . The
i n d i v i d u a l t e n d s t o b e c o m e a p a r t o f
amachine to be replaced when worn
o u t m u c h a s o t h e r p a r t s o f d r i l l
presses, lathes, etc.

Labor unions have sought to coun¬
teract the depersonal izing of workers
b u t u n i o n s t o o h a v e b e c o m e e n o r m o u s
and face the .same difficulty of inef¬
f e c t i v e i n d i v i d u a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n
pol icy making and planning.

E c o n o m i c a b u n d a n c e h a s b r o u g h t
new opportunities for free decision
and new forms of community. Greater
educat ional faci l i t ies, more choice of
jobs, and eventually more families
owning homes, and more leisure time
have opened new opportunities for
personal growth and voluntary service.
But the high mobility of our society

w e

The prudence and discretion of a
cold heart are not worth half as much

the follies of an ardent mind.
— B a r o n d e G r i m m .

a s
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m e n t s — a n d e v e n c o m p e t i n g w i t h
b u s i n e s s . C h u r c h e s h a v e e n g a g e d i n
questionable pract ices for the raising
o f f u n d s . T h e y m a y u n d e r p a y e m ¬
p l o y e e s u n d e r t h e g u i s e o f d e s e r v i n g
p re fe ren t i a l t r ea tmen t as a re l i g i ous
organ iza t ion , i nves t i n ques t ionab le
e n t e r p r i s e s , b e p o o r l a n d l o r d s a n d h o l d
tax exempt p roper ty wh ich p robab ly
shou ld be so ld . I t was unan imous ly
e x p r e s s e d t h a t c h m ' c h e s ’ e c o n o m i c
policies should be guided by the same
e t h i c a l r e q u i r e m e n t s w h i c h a r e l a i d
upon business enterprises by the
C h u r c h .

S o m e t i m e s t h e c h u r c l i m u s t t a k e a
S t a n d w h i c h t h r e a t e n s i t s i n c o m e . A n
in formed congregat ion o f the issues
involved should be guided to take a
s t a n d o n c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s s u e s w h i l e a t
the same time exercising ch'ai'ity and
l o v e t o w a r d s t h o s e i n d i s a g r e e m e n t
b o t h w i t h i n i t s f e l l o w s h i p a n d w i t h o u t .
T h e c h u r c h m u s t b e s e n s i t i v e t o t h e
a m o u n t i t s p e n d s f o r i t s o w n l o c a l i i . s e

a.s compared lo iL‘i benevolence oppor-
l u m t l e s . N o c l o n n i t e l u n n u l a w a s r e ¬
c o m m e n d e d b i d i t W H S p o i n l c d o u t
llial: generally cluirclios wlilcli emplia-
s i z e b e n e v o l e n c e s h a s U t i l e c l i l l i c u l t y
i n me e t i n g i t s l o ca l n e e d s .

W h e n a c h u r c h c o n . s i d e r s i n v e . s t m e n t
Of cap i ta l funds , i t shou ld exerc ise
care in selecting its place of invest¬
ment not on ly as to i ts bus iness sound¬
ness but also its ethical practices be
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h C h r i s t i a n F a i t h .

The moral necessity to pay adequate
salaries to the churches’ employees,
ministers, secretaries, leachei's, college
and seminary professors was strongly
emphasized. In our economy of abun¬
dance this is not only possible but be¬
c o m e s a m o r a l i m p e r a t i v e l a i d u p o n
its member-fel lowship.

The church must speak today from
out of the gospel of Christ. Its mem¬

bership must act and bear witness to
t h e l i g h t . I t i s t h e b o d y o f C h r i s t a t
w o r k i n t h e w o r l d n o t o n l y t e l l i n g
m e n o f a s a l v a t i o n f r o m t h e t e r r o r s
o f t h i s l i f e b u t o f a s a l v a t i o n f o r t h e

t r a n s f o r m i n g o f t h i s w o r l d i n t o t h e
fu l lness o f fe l lowsh ip w i th God and
o u r f e U o w m e n e v e r y w h e r e .

I w i s h t o e x p r e s s m y a p p r e c i a t i o n
and thanks to our synod for extending
to me the pr iv i lege of at tending this
prob lem prob ing , thought p rovok ing ,
a n d e n l i g h t e n i n g C o n f e r e n c e o n t h e
C h r i s t i a n C o n s c i e n c e a n d O u r E c o n ¬
omy o f Abundance . I hope I sha l l be
a b l e f r o m t i m e t o t i m e t o s h a r e t h e

insights Igained from this conference
with my congregation and with others
as opportuni ty ar ises.

O U R C H U R C H

Withee, Wis. Word has reached us
of the recent passing of Pastor J. L. J.
DLxen, ret i red, who some years ago
was elected Synod Necrologist . Fur¬
ther in format ion wiU be for thcoming
in the next issue of this paper.

Des Moines, Iowa. The Director of
the Faith and Life Advance, Mr. Harry
Jensen, has been the guest preacher
a t S u n d a y s e r v i c e s i n s e v e r a l o f o u r
churches in recent weeks , inc lud ing
Cozad, Neb., and Los Angeles.

L a k e N o r d e n , S . D a k . ' I m m a n u e l L u ¬
theran Church here has taken part
in joint vesper services Sunday eve¬
nings during the summer, together
with another Lutheran church, aBap¬
t i s t c h u r c h , a n d a M i s s i o n C o v e n a n t .
c h v i r c l i .

W o o - l l l e , \ V a « l i . T h d s u m m e r I s s u e o . C
the Church Messenger notes severa l
more improvements pending on Tlie
n e w c h u r c l x l i o r c . T h e l a r g e p a i k i i i g
a i - e a i s t o b e p a v e d , w i t h a b o u t h a l f
llic funds already in liand. One of the
church gi-oups is providing funds for
new center aisle carpeting. One family
recent ly contr ibuted funds for amod¬
em projector, ahigh-fi victrola-ampli-
fl e r , a n d a s e t o f fi l m s t r i p s a n d a
s c r e e n f o r t h e e d u c a t i o n d e p a r t m e n t .

Los Angeles, Calif. Pastor Aage Mol-
l o r , o f S o l v a n g , C a l i f . , w a s g u e s t
preacher here August 12. Pastor Erik
Back, of Los Angeles, is scheduled to
fil l in for the local pastor on August
26, and Mr. Everett Nielsen, (of “Pag¬
ing Youth”), was the preacher August

■J

Day by Day
Let me be al i t t le kinder.
L e i m e b e a l i t t l e b l i n d e r

To t l i e Ta i i l t s o f t l i o se a l x i u l me ;
Le t me pra ise a l i t t le more ;
Let me be, when |am weary.
Just al i t t le bi t more cheerj ' ;
L e t m e s e r v e a l i t t l e b e t t e r

T l i o s e U i a l I a m s U - i v i n g f o r .

L e t m e b e a l i t t l e b r a v e r

When temptation bids me waver.
L e t m e s t r i v e a l i t t l e h a r d e r .
To b e a U t h a t I s h o u l d b e ;
L e t m e b e a l i t t l e m e e k e r

W i t h t h e b r o t h e r t h a t i s w e a k e r ,
Let me think more of my neighbor
A n d a l i t t l e l e s s o f m e .

Let me be alittle sweeter.
Make my l i fe abit completer.
By doihg what Ishould do
E v e r y m i n u t e o f t h e d a y ;
Let me toil without complaining.
N o t a h u m b l e t a s k d i s d a i n i n g ;
Let me face the summons calmly
When Death beckons me away.

( P o e t U n k n o w n )

19 .

Brown Ci ty, Mich. Agood star t has
b e e n m a d e i n H o m e M i s s i o n w o r k h e r e

by Pastor Harry Andersen, (see page
1 0 ) , o f M a r l e t t e , M i c h . A n a v e r a g e
at tendance a t Sunday worsh ip o f 50
to 60 peop le has been ach ieved i n
t h e s e e a r l y s t a g e s o f t h e w o r k .

D w i g h t , m . P a s t o r M a r v i n E . N y -
gaard has resigned his pastorate here
to accept aca l l , beg inn ing November
1 2 , i n A u r o r a L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , E L C ,
n e a r O w a t o n n a , M i n n e s o t a . P e i s t o r
N y g a a r d h a s s e r v e d S t . P e t e r ’ s c h u r c h ,
Dwight, since Januarj-', 1950.
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Highlights and Sidelights

H ,

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 11 )

Many things were accomplished. by
t h e s e s s i o n . N o w i t r e m a i n s f o r t h e
loca l congrega t ions to ca i ' r y on the
work, to live and demonstrate the gos¬
pel, to gather funds for the new budg¬
et, (up more than 100 per cent over
the 1950 budget!) , and to seek new
a v e n u e s o f s e i v i c e i n G o d ’ s w o r k o n
e a r t h . A s f o r t h e p a s t o r s a n d d e l e ¬
g a t e s , — t h e y h a v e m a d e t h e d e c i s i o n s .
They must see themselves as st imuli
for carrying them out. It does no good
l o r d e l e g a t e s a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n t o
raise their hands in approval of Synod
enterprises, unless at home they wi l l
also raise their voices in vigorous sup¬
port of those same joint activit ies.

— V . H .
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A N I N V I T A T I O N

B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , A s k o v ,
M i n n e s o t a , w i l l c e l e b r a t e i t s 5 0 t h a n ¬
niversary on October 5, 6and 7.

Anyone who would like to spend
these days wi th the people in Askov
are most hearti ly welcome. Please let
us know in good time so that we can
find accommodations for you.

Harold Petersen, Pastor.
Chris Henriksen, Pres.
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